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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Newport  Road, 

Stafford. 

Tel.  Stafford  52131. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  June,  1972. 

the  Stafford  Rural  District  Council: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1971.  The  Report  has  been  compiled  on  the  general  lines 
indicated  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
(Circular  1/72). 

Under  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Social  Services  Order,  1968, 
which  came  into  operation  on  1st  November,  1968,  the  Ministry 
of  Health  was  dissolved  and  all  its  functions,  along  with  those  of 
the  Ministry  of  Social  Security,  were  transferred  to  the  new 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security.  The  new  department 
is  headed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Social  Services,  who,  in 
addition  to  his  responsibility  for  the  new  combined  department, 
will  continue  to  co-ordinate  the  whole  range  of  Social  Services. 
Under  the  Secretary  of  State  there  are  two  Ministers  of  State, 
one  of  whom  will  have  responsibilities  in  the  field  previously 
covered  by  the  Minister  of  Health.  The  other  will  have  respon¬ 
sibilities  in  the  field  previously  covered  by  the  Minister  of 
Social  Security. 

In  the  Stafford  Rural  District  in  1971  the  Live  Birth  Rate  was 
18.2  (adjusted — 18.9)  per  1,000  population  and  the  Death  Rate  8.5 
(adjusted  11.2),  compared  with  respective  figures  of  16.0  and 
11.6  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  434  live  births  in  the 
Rural  District  in  1971  (216  M.,  218  F.)  and  the  total  number 
of  deaths  was  202,  live  births  thus  exceeding  total  deaths  by 
232.  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  1,  giving 
an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  2.3  per  1,000  live  births  compared 
with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Four  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  in  the  Rural  District  in 
1971,  compared  with  32  in  1970.  There  were  3  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  2  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  1  case  of  Dysentery, 
compared  with  respective  figures  of  2,  5  and  5  for  1970.  No  cases 
of  Poliomyelitis  were  recorded.  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
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notified.  Malignant  Neoplasms  caused  the  deaths  of  45  persons 
(28  M.,  17  F.)  in  the  district  during  the  year,  including  15  deaths 
(15  M.,  —  F.)  registered  as  being  due  to  Carcinoma  of  the  Lung 
and  Bronchus.  Deaths  from  Carcinoma  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus 
in  England  and  Wales  rose  from  1,044  to  1,060  per  million 
population  in  men  and  from  213  to  234  per  million  population 
in  women  over  the  1970  figures  (total  deaths  from  this  cause, 
25,137  males,  5,609  females).  Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuber¬ 
culosis  in  England  and  Wales  in  1971  numbered  925  compared 
with  913  in  1970.  No  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
occurred  in  the  Stafford  R.D.  in  1971. 

The  mid-1971  population  of  the  Stafford  Rural  District  was 
estimated  at  23,900  by  the  Registrar-General  (23,650  in  mid- 
1970).  This  was  the  highest  population  ever  estimated  for  the 
district.  The  estimated  distribution  of  this  population  among  the 
26  parishes  of  the  Rural  District  is  shown  in  the  body  of  the 
report. 

Health  statistics  in  the  Stafford  Rural  District  in  1971  were 
once  again  very  satisfactory. 

In  the  body  of  the  report  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
deals  comprehensively  with  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectorate  during  1971. 

There  are  7,893  dwellings  in  the  Rural  District,  4,988  being 
owner-occupied,  1,980  privately-let  and  925  Council  houses. 

Eight  dwellings  were  completed  by  the  Council  in  1971,  and 
154  dwellings  were  erected  by  private  enterprise.  During  the  year 
much  good  work  was  done  as  regards  slum  clearance  and  repair 
and  improvement  of  dwellings  by  discretionary  and  standard 
grants;  details  of  this  work  appear  in  the  body  of  the  report. 
A  total  of  131  caravans  are  authorised  in  the  district,  mostly  in 
the  Hopton  area. 

It  is  reported  that  Local  Authorities  sold  nearly  17,000  Council 
houses  in  1971  compared  with  6,000  in  1970.  The  number  of 
authorities  selling  increased  from  316  to  358. 

I  thank  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  much 
help  in  the  preparation  of  this  report.  Thanks  are  also  expressed 
to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Department.  During  the  year  the  other  departments 
of  the  Council  have  given  the  fullest  co-operation.  I  have  to 
thank  Dr.  A.  V.  Campbell,  who  has  acted  for  me  during  holiday 
periods. 


A.  THOMSON, 

(Medical  Officer  of  Health). 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  1971 


Chairman: 

COUNCILLOR  R.  J.  FAIRBANKS 
Vice-Chairman: 

COUNCILLOR  C.  L.  JONES 


Members: 


Councillor  T.  W.  Brayne 

Councillor  C.  C.  Holme 

,,  R.  H.  Cartmail 

„  D.  J.  James 

„  W.  H.  Clarke 

„  Miss  G.  Joules,  C. 

„  J.  W.  Doughty 

„  S.  W.  K.  Marshall 

,,  S.  H.  Garner 

„  J.  B.  Vernon 

„  I.  Heathcote 

„  C.  S.  Whiteley 

Public  Health  Officers 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

A.  THOMSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Edin.) 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

G.  M.  LAWTON,  F.R.S.H.,  F.I.P.H.E.,  MATTEL 
Cert.  S.I.B.  and  Cert.  Food  Inspector 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

O.  W.  PARNALL 
Cert.  S.I.B.  and  Cert.  Food  Inspector 

Additional  Public  Health  Inpector: 

P.  B.  TAYLOR,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Cert.  P.H.I.E.B.  and  Cert.  Food  Inspector  (to  August,  1971) 

K.  G.  WILLIAMS,  B.Sc.  (Env.  Health),  M.A.P.H.I.,  Cert.  S.I.B. 

and  Cert.  Food  Inspector 

Clerk: 

MRS.  G.  A.  JOHNSON 
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General  Statistics,  Social  Conditions  and  Health  Services 

in  the  Area 

Area  (in  acres)  . 

.  80,104 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

.  7,893 

Rateable  Value  . .  ... 

.  £899,425 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

.  £8,994 

Yearly  Rate  levied  in  1971 . 

.  72p 

Mid- 1971  Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General):  Total  Population  .  23,900 

During  1971  there  was  no  change  in  the  area  of  Stafford 
Rural  District. 


Industries 

Many  residents  in  the  Area  are  normally  mainly  engaged  in 
Agriculture,  Dairy  Farming  and  allied  occupations,  but  a  sub¬ 
stantial  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  Rural  Area  are 
employed  in  the  County  Town  of  Stafford,  where  the  chief 
industries  are  Engineering  and  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturing. 


Laboratory  Facilities,  Ambulance  Facilities,  Nursing  in  the  Home, 

Treatment  Centres  and  Hospitals 

Bacteriological  facilities  are  made  available  to  Medical  Practi¬ 
tioners  in  the  Area  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Stafford.  The  facilities  include  examination  of  Throat  Swabs, 
Sputum  Tests,  Blood  Tests,  etc.  Results  of  all  examinations  rele¬ 
vant  to  Public  Health  are  made  available  to  the  appropriate 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Director  of  the  Stafford  Labora¬ 
tory  is  Dr.  P.  Cavanagh,  M.A.,  M.D.,  B.A.O.,  Dip.  Bact,  whose 
expert  advice  was  available  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
when  occasion  demanded.  Bacteriological  examinations  of 
samples  of  water  are  undertaken  by  the  Laboratory  Service. 

Chemical  examinations  of  samples  of  water,  etc.  are  carried 
out  at  the  County  Chemical  Laboratory  which  is  directed  by 
Mr.  R.  S.  Hatfull,  M.Chem.A.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.R.S.H.,  the  County 
Analyst. 

Ambulance  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  as 
Local  Health  Authority  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946.  Isolation  hospitals  for  infectious  diseases  are  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  (Birmingham). 

The  County  Council  is  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Authority  for  the  Stafford  R.D.  Area.  Child  Health  Centres  are 
available  at  Gnosall,  Great  Haywood,  Hixon,  Weston  and  Walton, 
and  the  Health  Visitors  do  excellent  work  in  promoting  the 
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welfare  of  young  children  in  the  district.  Your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  attends  the  Welfare  Centres  and  Schools  in  the  Area 
and  is  thus  enabled  to  assess  the  health  standards  of  the  young 
life  in  the  district. 

There  are  five  General  Medical  Practitioners  resident  in  the 
Stafford  R.D.  and  Practitioners  from  the  neighbouring  towns  of 
Stafford,  Rugeley,  Newport,  etc.,  also  practise  in  the  Area.  The 
various  parishes  in  the  Stafford  R.D.  are  well  served  by  District 
Nurse/Midwives.  Four  Health  Visitors  work  in  the  R.D. 

The  Staffordshire  General  Infirmary  serves  the  general  hospital 
needs  of  the  district.  The  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board 
is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  Maternity  Hospital  facilities. 

During  the  year  the  Council  subscribed  to  the  Health  Educa¬ 
tion  Council  which  represented  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security  in  Health  Education  matters  and  use  was  made 
of  Health  Education  leaflets,  etc.,  relating  to  Infectious  Diseases, 
Food  Hygiene  and  so  on. 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1971 


Total  Deaths  . 

Rate  per  1,000  Population  . 

Live  Births: 

Number  . 

Rate  per  1,000  Population  . 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  Live  Births 
Still  Births: 

Number  . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  Births . 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  . 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) . 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  total  Live  Births  ... 
Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  live 
Births 

X  A  v<XXl_/  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live 
Births 

WXXWJ  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  Live  Births)  . 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week 

per  1,000  total  Live  Births) . 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  Births  and  Deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  Live  and 

Still  Births)  . 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  Deaths  . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  Births  . 
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In  the  Stafford  Rural  District  in  1971  the  Live  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population  was  18.2  compared  with  a  rate  of  16.0  for 
England  and  Wales.  Comparability  Factor  1.04  (adjusted  Birth 
Rate  18.9).  The  ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to  national  rate 
was  1.18. 


Year 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 


Stafford  R.D. 
Live  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  population 

18.2 

19.3 

17.8 

19.2 

18.2 

18.4 
17.7 

18.9 

19.5 
20.0 
18.0 

17.6 
16.1 

14.9 
16.0 
15.0 
15.3 


The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  was  0.38  in  1971, 
compared  with  0.30,  0.17,  0.36,  0.23  in  1970,  1969,  1968  and  1967 
respectively. 

In  the  Staffordshire  R.D.  in  1971,  illegitimate  Live  Births 
constituted  4.8%  of  all  Live  Births,  compared  with  a  figure  of 
8.4%  for  England  and  Wales. 

During  1971  in  Stafford  R.D.,  the  Rate  of  Illegitimate  to 
Legitimate  Births  was  1  to  20  compared  with  figures  of  1  to  46, 
1  to  14,  1  to  14,  1  to  15,  1  to  28  and  1  to  21  in  1970,  1969,  1968, 
1967,  1966  and  1965  respectively. 

There  were  434  (457)  Live  Births  in  the  Rural  Area  in  1971, 
216  (218)  boys  and  218  (239)  girls.  The  figures  in  brackets  are 
the  corresponding  figures  for  1970.  21  of  the  Live  Births  in 
1971  were  illegitimate,  giving  an  Illegitimacy  Rate  of  48.39  per 
1,000  Live  Births. 

65,674  of  the  total  Live  Births  of  783,165  in  England  and 
Wales  in  1971  were  illegitimate. 
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The  area  comparability  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth  and 
death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make 
allowance  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the 
local  population  differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole.  In  addition,  the  death  rate  area  comparability  factors 
have  been  adjusted  specifically  to  take  account  of  the  presence 
of  any  residential  institutions  in  each  area.  When  local  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area 
comparability  factor,  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate 
for  any  other  area. 

In  the  following  table  Comparative  figures  of  Live  and  Still 
Births  are  shown  for  England  and  Wales:— 


Year 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 

Still  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 

Stafford 

R.D. 

England 
and  Wales 

Stafford 

R.D. 

England 
and  Wales 

1971 

18.2 

16.0 

0.38 

0.20 

1970 

19.3 

16.0 

0.30 

0.21 

1969 

17.8 

16.3 

0.17 

0.22 

1968 

19.2 

16.9 

0.36 

0.25 

1967 

18.2 

17.2 

0.23 

0.26 

1966 

18.4 

17.7 

0.43 

0.28 

1965 

17.7 

18.0 

0.20 

0.29 

1964 

18.9 

18.4 

0.40 

0.30 

1963 

19.5 

18.1 

0.15 

0.32 

1962 

20.0 

17.9 

0.26 

0.33 

1961 

18.0 

17.5 

0.59 

0.33 

1960 

17.6 

17.1 

0.27 

0.34 

1959 

16.1 

16.4 

0.32 

0.35 

1958 

14.9 

16.4 

0.32 

0.36 

1957 

16.0 

16.1 

0.47 

0.37 

1956 

15.0 

15.6 

0.41 

0,36 

1955 

15.3 

15.0 

0.36 

0.35 

In  1970  in  England  and  Wales  86.5%  of  all  births  took  place  in 
Institutions  (84.7%  in  N.H.S.  Hospitals).  The  Institutional  con¬ 
finement  rate  was  64.3%  (N.H.S.  Hospitals  60.2%)  in  1955. 

There  were  9  Still  Births  in  the  Rural  Area  (4  M.,  5  F.)  in 
1971,  8  being  legitimate.  This  represented  a  rate  of  20  per  1,000 
total  Live  and  Still  Births  compared  with  a  rate  of  12  for  England 
and  Wales. 
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Deaths 

In  1971  the  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  8.5 
compared  with  a  rate  of  11.6  for  England  and  Wales.  Compara¬ 
bility  Factor,  1.32  (Stafford  R.D.  adjusted  Death  Rate  11.2).  The 


ratio  of  the  local  adjusted  death  rate  to  the  national  rate  was  0.97. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

Year 

Stafford  R.D. 

England  and  Wales 

1971 

8.5 

11.6 

1970 

7.6 

11.7 

1969 

7.7 

11.9 

1968 

7.4 

11.9 

1967 

6.3 

11.2 

1966 

9.0 

11.7 

1965 

7.7 

11.5 

1964 

8.9 

11.3 

1963 

8.8 

12.2 

1962 

9.4 

11.9 

1961 

8.7 

11.9 

1960 

7.2 

11.5 

1959 

7.5 

11.6 

1958 

7.9 

11.7 

In  the  Stafford  Rural  District  in  1971,  total  deaths  numbered 

202,  104  males  and  98  females.  The  excess  of  live  births  over 
total  deaths  was  232,  compared  with  277,  234,  263,  254,  194, 
202,  199,  210,  201,  in  1970,  1969,  1968,  1967,  1966,  1965,  1964, 
1963  and  1962  respectively. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  numbered  1  ( — M.,  1  F.), 
legitimate,  giving  a  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  of  2.3 
compared  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

At  the  turn  of  the  century  in  England  and  Wales  the  infant 
Mortality  Rate  was  about  150  per  1,000  live  births. 

It  is  reported  that  notifications  of  abortions  carried  out  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Abortion  Act,  1967  received  during  the 
52  week  period  ended  30th  December,  1970  numbered  80,722. 


Year 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Death  Rate  of  Children  under  1  year 
of  age  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Stafford  R.D.  England  and  Wales 

2.3  ...  ...  18.0 

*  •  •  •  6  «  T  8  •  0 

19.4  ...  18.1 

.  ...  7.0  ...  ...  18.0 
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Year 


Stafford  R.D.  England  and  Wales 


1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 


2.6 

15.8 

14.0 

29.2 

18.3 

26.3 
29.6 

27.3 

16.4 
14.1 


18.3 
19.0 
19.0 
19.9 
21.1 

21.7 

21.4 

21.8 
22.2 

22.5 


In  England  and  Wales  in  1971  live  births  registered  during  the 
year  numbered  783,165,  which  was  1,317  fewer  than  in  1970. 
There  were  13,726  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  in 
1971,  representing  a  rate  of  18.0  per  1,000  live  births.  In  1938 
the  rate  was  52.8. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  1971  was  567,345,  representing 
a  rate  of  11.6  per  1,000  population,  compared  with  rates  of  11.7 
in  1970  and  11.9  in  1969.  Still  births  in  1971  numbered  9,898, 
a  rate  of  12.0  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births.  In  the  five 
years  1889-1893  in  England  and  Wales  the  Live  Birth  Rate 
was  30.8  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  the  Death  Rate  was 
19.7.  The  home  population  of  England  and  Wales  at  mid'1971 
was  48,815,000. 

For  ages  up  to  the  early  forties  the  number  of  males  in  the 
home  population  exceeds  the  number  of  females,  but  at  higher 
ages  females  increasingly  outnumber  males. 


STAFFORD  R.D.  —  AGES  AT  DEATH,  1971 


Se;e 

Total 

all 

Ages 

Under 

4 

Weeks 

4  Weeks 
and 
under 

1  Year 

Age  in  Years 

1-4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75  and 

over 

Male 

104 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

2 

4 

8 

28 

27 

28 

Female 

98 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

7 

12 

16 

54 

Totals 

202 

1 

— 

2 

1 

7 

6 

5 

15 

40 

43 

82 

Per  cent 

100% 

0-5 

00 

1-0 

0-5 

3-4 

30 

2-5 

7-4 

19-8 

21  '3 

40-6 

The  proportion  of  children  and  elderly  people  in  the  popula¬ 
tion  has  become  significantly  modified  since  1901.  In  that  year 
children  under  15  amounted  to  32%  of  the  total  and  persons 
of  65  years  and  over  to  5%.  In  1971  the  proportions  were 
respectively  23.9%  and  13.1%. 
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On  the  basis  of  the  death  rates  for  the  year  1968,  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  life  of  a  boy  at  birth  is  given  as  68.1  years  and  that  of  a 
girl  as  74.1  years.  This  compares  with  67  and  72  in  1953, 
48.53  and  52.38  in  1901-1910,  and  with  40  years  and  42  years 
in  1841. 

This  does  not  imply  that  on  the  average  people  are  living 
longer.  The  expectation  of  life  at  one  year  of  age  has  remained 
practically  stationary  at  69.1  years  for  men  and  75.1  years  for 
women  since  1954.  More  persons  are  reaching  three-score  years 
and  ten  but  the  proportion  living  much  longer  has  not  increased. 
In  1841  the  increase  in  expectation  of  life  after  the  first  year 
was  7  years.  In  1961  this  had  been  reduced  to  one  year,  the 
difference  being  due  entirely  to  the  great  reduction  of  infant 
mortality  occurring  in  the  interval. 

By  the  end  of  the  present  century  it  is  estimated  that  the 
population  of  England  and  Wales  will  have  increased  by  18 
millions  and  the  number  of  births  will  have  risen  to  over  one 
million  per  year. 


England  and  Wales 

Estimated  Home  Population,  by  Sex  and  Age,  at  30th  June,  1971 

(Figures  in  Thousands) 

Based  upon  the  Preliminary  Results  of  the  1971  Census. 


Age 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

All  ages 

23,719.6 

25,095.4 

48,815.0 

0-4 

2,009.1 

1,910.8 

3,919.9 

5-9 

2,092.7 

1,990.3 

4,083.0 

10-14 

1,887.4 

1,786.2 

3,673.6 

15-19 

1,715.0 

1,640.4 

3,355.4 

20-24 

1,874.2 

1,853.1 

3,727.3 

25-29 

1,651.3 

1,615.8 

3,267.1 

30-34 

1,463.1 

1,413.6 

2,876.7 

35-39 

1,411.8 

1,379.9 

2,791.7 

40-44 

1,465.0 

1,464.3 

2,929.3 

45-49 

1,839.2 

1,569.9 

3,409.1 

50-54 

1,417.5 

1,486.2 

2,903.7 

55-59 

1,426.9 

1,534.2 

2,961.1 

60-64 

1,320.4 

1.499.3 

2,819.7 

65-69 

1,053.4 

1,332.1 

2,385.5 

70-74 

679.7 

1,085.1 

1,764.8 

75  and  over 

712.9 

1,534.2 

2,247.1 

At  mid-1971,  1,860,200  persons  resided  in  Staffordshire; 
1,118,860  in  County  Boroughs  and  741,340  in  the  Administra¬ 
tive  County  (440,610  in  the  twelve  Municipal  Boroughs  and 
Urban  Districts  and  300,730  in  the  ten  Rural  Districts). 


to 


Stafford  Rural  District  Deaths,  1971:  Causes 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity, 

1 

— 

1 

etc. 

• — 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  ... 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

4 

3 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

2 

2 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

15 

— 

15 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ... 

— 

5 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Leukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ... 

6 

7 

13 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.,  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Anaemias 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  etc 

1 

2 

3 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  .. 

— 

1 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease  ... 

1 

3 

4 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

28 

13 

41 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

5 

5 

10 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

9 

23 

32 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

4 

6 

10 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

6 

6 

12 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ... 

6 

4 

10 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

1 

4 

5 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  .. 

4 

1 

5 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  Systen 

— 

— 

— 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

— 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

— 

2 

2 

Congenital  Anomalies 

.  — 

— 

— 

Birth  Injuries,  Difficult  Labour,  etc.  . 

— 

1 

1 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  .. 

— 

— 

— 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

7 

2 

9 

Ah  other  Accidents 

— 

2 

2 

Suicide  and  SelfTnflic-ted  Injuries  .. 

2 

1 

3 

All  other  causes 

— 

3 

3 

TOTAL  —  ALL  CAUSES  .. 

104 

98 

202 
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In  the  Stafford  Rural  District  in  1971,  1  (0.5%)  of  the  total 
deaths  (202)  was  under  one  year  of  age,  43  (21.3%)  aged  65-74 
years  and  82  (40.6%)  aged  75  and  over. 

Cancer  Mortality 

Malignant  neoplasms  caused  45  deaths  in  the  rural  area  in 
1971  (28  males,  17  females).  This  represented  22.3%  of  the  total 
deaths. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus 

In  the  Stafford  Rural  District  in  1971,  there  were  15  deaths 
registered  as  being  due  to  Carcinoma  of  the  Lung  or  Bronchus — 
15  males,  0  female.  This  represented  33.3%  of  the  total  cancer 
deaths  and  7.4%  of  the  total  deaths. 

“Any  reduction  in  cigarette  smoking  is  a  gain  to  health 
—  immediately  in  respiratory  function,  in  the  short  run 
in  a  reduction  of  illness  and  in  the  longer  term  in  re¬ 
duced  risk  of  premature  death  from  Chronic  Bronchitis, 
Coronary  Thrombosis  and  Lung  Cancer.” 

Provisional  figures  for  1971  for  England  and  Wales  relating  to 
deaths  from  Carcinoma  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus  show  an  in¬ 
crease  from  1,044  to  1,060  per  million  population  in  men  and 
from  213  to  224  for  women,  over  the  1970  figures.  30,746  (25,137 
M.,  5,609  F.)  persons  died  from  this  cause  in  1971. 

In  the  year  1900  the  Male  death  rate  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung 
and  Bronchus  was  10  per  million,  female  7  per  million.  In  1940 
these  rates  were  187  and  49,  and  1958,  783  and  119. 

Of  the  116,897  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  from  all  forms 
of  Cancer  in  1971,  the  proportion  attributed  to  Cancer  of  the 
Lung  was  26.3%.  In  1970  and  1969  it  was  25.8%  and 
25.9%  respectively. 

Cancer  (all  forms)  accounted  for  20.6%  of  the  total  deaths 
and  Cancer  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus  accounted  for  5.4%  of  the 
total  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  in  1971.  In  the  Stafford  R.D. 
in  1971  Cancer  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus  accounted  for  7.4% 
of  the  total  deaths,  and  Cancer  all  forms  22.3%. 

Male  deaths  from  Cancer  in  England  and  Wales  in  1971 
totalled  62,997,  of  which  25,137  or  39.9%  were  certified  as  due 
to  Cancer  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus.  For  women,  out  of  53,900 
deaths  from  Cancer,  5.609  or  10.4%  were  due  to  this  cause. 
“Cigarette  smoking  is  the  largest  single  avoidable  cause 
of  death  in  Britain  today.  The  bulk  of  deaths  due  to 
smoking  may  be  attributable  to  three  causes  —  Lung 
Cancer,  Bronchitis  and  Coronary  Heart  Disease.  At  a 
conservative  estimate,  taking  these  three  diseases  into 
account,  one-in-eight  of  all  1971  deaths  among  men 
aged  35-44  years,  one  quarter  of  those  aged  45-64  and 
one-in-five  of  those  aged  65-74  are  due  to  smoking.” 
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CANCER  SITES 


Brain 

Breast 

Intestine 

Gall  Bladder 

Larynx 

Lung  and 

Bronchus 

Oesophagus 

Ovary 

Pancreas 

Prostate 

Stomach 

Testicle 

Uterus 

Other 

Totals 

Male 

—  - 

— 

2 

— 

1 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

5 

28 

Female 

— 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

4 

17 

Totals 

— 

5 

4 

— 

1 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

— 

3 

9 

45 

Names  of  Parishes  in  Stafford  Rural  District  showing 
number  of  houses  (including  farm  houses),  approximate 
population  figures  and  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases 

in  each  Parish  in  1971, 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified  1971 


Name  of 
Parish 

Approximate 

Population 

Number  of 
Houses 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles  (excl. 
Rubella) 

Whooping 

Cough 

Tetanus 

Dysentery 

Typhoid 

Para- 

Typhoid 

Infective 

Jaundice 

Poliomyelitis 

Respiratory 

Tuberculosis 

Adbaston 

639 

209 

Berkswich 

2,012 

660 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

_____ 

_ 

Bradley 

468 

164 

Brocton .  . 

1,038 

339 

Castle  Church.  . 

908 

291 

Church  Eaton.  . 

574 

203 

Colwich 

3,436 

1,166 

Creswell 

1,281 

424 

1 

Ellenhall 

122 

47 

Forton  .  . 

307 

114 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Fradswell 

164 

59 

Gayton  .  . 

164 

60 

Gnosall 

3,239 

1,109 

— 

— 

Haughton 

973 

336 

High  Offiey 

930 

311 

Hopton&Coton 

1,689 

339 

1 

Ingestre 

99 

47 

Marston 

155 

52 

Norbury 

266 

95 

— 

Ranton 

252 

88 

Salt  &  Enson  .  . 

459 

155 

— _ 

_ 

Seighford 

2,579 

887 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Stowe  .  . 

1,155 

404 

Tixall  .  . 

186 

64 

— 

— 

1 

Weston 

626 

212 

Whitgreave 

176 

58 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

23,900 

7,893 

3 

— 

4 

2 

— 

1 

— 

—  • 

— 

— 

1 
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No  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  Staf¬ 
ford  Rural  District  in  1971. 

Infective  Jaundice  became  notifiable  during  1968,  as  also  did 
Acute  Meningitis,  Leptospirosis  and  Tetanus.  Erysipelas,  Acute 
Primary  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  are 
now  not  notifiable. 

Of  the  total  7,893  houses  in  the  Stafford  Rural  District, 
7,747  have  a  public  mains  water  supply,  49  are  supplied  from 
boreholes  and  97  by  wells,  etc.  5,469  houses  are  connected  to 
sewers  and  2,424  are  serviced  by  septic  tanks,  etc. 


Notifiable  Diseases 

The  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  in  1971  com¬ 
pared  with  that  of  previous  years  is  shown  below  in  tabular 
form: — 


Disease 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

3 

2 

2 

4 

4 

8 

3 

1 

1 

5 

4 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

5 

— 

3 

2 

— 

6 

6 

8 

— ■ 

27 

16 

Diphtheria 

Measles  (excluding 

Rubella) 

4 

32 

30 

9 

81 

83 

154 

50 

335 

24 

204 

97 

Dysentery 

1 

5 

— 

5 

• — 

10 

4 

— 

1 

9 

1 

21 

Typhoid  Fever  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Para-Typhoid  Fever  .  . 
Poliomyelitis  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Jaundice 

1 

Also  notified  in  1971: 

2  cases  Food  Poisoning  (F.). 

1  case  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (F.). 
1  case  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (F.). 
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Statistics  — *  Stafford  Rural  District 


1953 

19,790 

4,650 

284 

14-4 

15-5 

r- 

ro 

6-9 

42-0 

26-8 

1 

38 

326 

74 

1954 

19,460 

4,742 

304 

15  6 

15  2 

152 

00 

113 

23-0 

25-4 

1 

On 

00 

CO 

CM 

1955 

19,510 

sQ 

co 

00 

299 

15  3 

o 

£ 

co 
so 
»— < 

8-4 

11-7 

13-4 

24-9 

1 

VO 

468 

NO 

1956 

19,340 

4,914 

290 

150 

15  6 

173 

Os 

cb 

11-7 

41-4 

23-8 

1 

00 

CM 

o 

vo 

1957 

19,350 

4,940 

310 

160 

16  1 

149 

r- 

11-5 

32-3 

23-1 

1 

00 

348 

CO 

O 

t-H 

1958 

19,040 

5,025 

284 

14-9 

. 

16  4 

150 

Os 

11-7 

14  1 

22-5 

1 

CO 

CM 

CO 

CO 

1959 

18,850 

5,303 

304 

16  1 

16  4 

142 

IT) 

911 

16-4 

22-2 

NO 

110 

CM 

I960 

O 

O 

00 

CO 

ro 

00 

CO 

330 

17-6 

17  1 

135 

CM 

C- 

115 

27-3 

21-8 

i 

Os 

vo 

1961 

18,750 

5,650 

337 

180 

17-5 

164 

r- 

cb 

6-11 

29-6 

21-4 

1 

204 

r- 

CM 

1962 

19.030 

5,771 

380 

20-0 

1 7  9 

179 

6s 

11-9 

26-3 

21-7 

1 

i r) 

CM 

1 

1963 

19,580 

5,974 

382 

19  5 

18-1 

172 

00 

cb 

12-2 

1 8-3 

21-1 

1 

T-H 

335 

00 

1964 

19,990 

ZZl‘9 

377 

18  9 

18  4 

178 

Os 

oo 

1 1*3 

_ 

29-2 

19  9 

1 

O 

1/1 

so 

1965 

20,170 

6,360 

358 

17-7 

18  1 

156 

r- 

r- 

115 

14-0 

19-0 

1 

co 

154 

SO 

1966 

20,700 

069  9 

380 

CO 

17-7 

186 

90 

11-7 

GO 

i-T) 

190 

1 

00 

CO 

00 

1 

1967 

21,380 

6,911 

389 

18-2 

17-2 

135 

co 

\b 

112 

2-6 

18-3 

1 

00 

(N 

1968 

22,370 

7,330 

429 

19-2 

6-91 

166 

•f 

6- 

6-11 

7-0 

1 8  0 

1 

On 

CO 

1969 

23,220 

7,632 

413 

17-8 

16  3 

ON 

rp 

r- 

6  1 1 

19-4 

18-1 

1 

<N 

o 

CO 

1 

1970 

23,650 

7,665 

457 

19-3 

16-0 

180 

7-6 

11-7 

6-6 

18-0 

1 

CM 

CO 

*o 

1971 

23,900 

7,893 

434 

CM 

00 

160 

202 

cb 

9  I  l 

2-3 

18-0 

1 

CO 

Tt- 

<N 

Population 

No.  of  Inhabited 
Houses 

No.  of  Live 
Births 

Live  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 
population  .  . 

Live  Birth  Rate 
England  and 
Wales 

No.  of  Deaths  .  . 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000 

population  . . 

Death  Rate — 
England  and 
Wales 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  (Deaths 
under  1  year 
per  1,000 
live  births)  .  . 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  E.  &  W. 

No.  of  Notified 
Cases  of : — 
Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Measles  .  . 

- 1-  ...  - 

WhoopingCough 
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Age  —  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases,  1971 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notifications,  1971,  showing  Months  of  Occurrence 

(1970  Figures  in  Brackets) 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  1971  facilities  were  available  for  the  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  of  children  at  schools,  Child  Health  Centres 
and  by  private  practitioners.  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
in  the  Stafford  Rural  District  in  1971.  In  the  period  1916-25  the 
annual  average  of  Diphtheria  notifications  in  England  and 
Wales  was  51,573  with  an  average  of  4,214  deaths  per  year. 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  uses  the  Triple  Antigen, 
giving  protection  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  and 
Tetanus,  and  thus  reducing  the  number  of  injections  to  which 
children  are  subjected. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

“During  1971  the  joint  committee  on  vaccination  and  immu¬ 
nisation  reviewed  the  indications  for  offering  vaccination  against 
smallpox  in  Great  Britain  at  the  present  time.  Vaccination 
remains  the  most  reliable  measure  for  the  protection  of  indivi¬ 
duals  liable  to  be  exposed  to  this  disease,  but  it  is  a  procedure 
which  has  a  very  small  but  finite  risk  of  serious  complications. 
Changes  in  the  prevalence  of  smallpox  in  countries  overseas 
and  the  diminishing  likelihood  of  the  occurrence  of  outbreaks 
in  this  country  have  prompted  a  re-assessment  of  the  balance 
of  the  risks  involved  in  the  currently  recommended  schedule  of 
vaccination  against  the  benefits  that  may  be  expected  from  it. 
The  chances  of  introduction  of  smallpox  into  Britain  have 
substantially  diminished  and  are  likely  to  continue  to  lessen 
with  the  further  progress  of  the  World  Health  Organisation 
Smallpox  Eradication  Programme.  The  British  public  are  far 
less  likely  to  be  exposed  to  infection  with  smallpox  than  at  any 
previous  time  since  the  disease  was  first  recorded  in  this  country. 
Vaccination  is  a  safe  and  reliable  method  of  protection  against 
smallpox  for  the  vast  majority  of  persons  but  the  number  of 
serious  complications  in  childhood,  though  few,  is  now  out  of 
proportion  to  the  risk  to  them  from  smallpox  in  Britain.  Vacci¬ 
nation  against  smallpox  need  not  now  be  recommended  as  a 
routine  procedure  in  early  childhood.  All  travellers  to  and 
from  areas  of  the  world  where  smallpox  is  endemic  or  countries 
where  eradication  programmes  are  in  progress  should  be  pro¬ 
tected  by  recent  vaccination.  Although  primary  vaccination  in 
adult  life  also  carries  a  risk  of  complications,  recently  compiled 
data  indicate  this  is  not  so  great  as  to  justify  routine  vaccination 
in  childhood  in  the  hope  of  reducing  the  risk  to  adults.  The 
sub-committee  also  emphasised  the  importance  of  the  vaccination 
and  regular  re-vaccination  of  all  Health  Service  staff  who  come 
into  contact  with  patients,  such  as  Hospital  Doctors  and  Nurses, 
Public  Health  Staff  and  Ambulance  Workers  as  long  as  any 
risk  of  importation  of  smallpox  remains.” 
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Vaccination  against  Whooping  Cough 

The  triple  vaccine  was  employed  in  this  connection  in  1971. 
In  the  Stafford  Rural  District  in  1971  no  deaths  from  Whoop- 
ing  Cough  were  recorded. 


Tuberculosis 

The  following  extract  from  the  Register  was  taken  at  the 
end  of  December,  1971  (1970  figures  in  brackets).  The  Register 
was  thoroughly  revised  during  the  year. 


1971 

Cases  of 
Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 

Cases  of 
Non-Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 

Total  of 
Respiratory  and 
Non-Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 

M.  F.  Total 

M.  F.  Total 

End  of 

4  4  8 

2  1  3 

11 

December,  1971  ... 

(4)  (4)  (8) 

(2)  (1)  (3) 

til) 

No  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  occurred  in  the 
Stafford  Rural  District  in  1971.  925  persons  (672  males,  253 
females)  died  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  in  England  and 
Wales  in  1971. 

One  (F.)  case  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  one  case  (F.) 
of  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified  in  1971  in  Staf¬ 
ford  R.D. 


Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  in  the  Stafford  Rural 
District  in  1971  and  facilities  for  protection  by  vaccination  were 
available  during  the  year.  The  Sabin  Oral  Vaccine  was  used. 

“Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Whooping  Cough, 
and  Poliomyelitis  is  now  part  of  the  routine  care  of  the  young 
child’s  health.  It  is  no  longer  the  subject  of  spectacular  cam¬ 
paigns  with  mass  immunisation  clinics.  In  consequence  there  is  a 
tendency  for  the  acceptance  rates  to  drift  almost  imperceptibly 
downwards.  It  is  vital  that  this  should  be  prevented  and  that 
parents,  family  doctors  and  public  health  staffs  should  have 
a  clearly  understood  programme  and  follow  it  in  the  interest 
of  every  child.” 


Measles  Vaccination 

During  1968  vaccination  against  Measles  was  introduced  and 
was  continued  in  1971.  This  involves  one  injection  after  the 
child  has  reached  one  year  of  age.  “It  is  true  that  a  febrile  re- 
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action  to  Measles  Vaccine  occurs  fairly  commonly,  but  the 
associated  clinical  illness  is  mild  and  any  serious  complication 
is  rare.  Since  the  effect  of  the  live  vaccine  is  equivalent  to  an 
attack  of  measles  so  modified  that  it  is  usually  symptomless, 
it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  any  child  who  does  suffer  symp¬ 
toms  after  vaccination  would  have  reacted  much  more  severely 
to  natural  infection  with  Measles.  Information  about  adverse 
effects  has  been  investigated  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Vacci¬ 
nation  and  Immunisation  and  the  committee  strongly  endorses 
the  use  of  the  vaccine.” 

Protection  against  German  Measles  is  available  for  appro¬ 
priate  cases. 

National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  provisions  of  these  Acts  during 
1971. 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Newport  Road, 

Stafford, 


June,  1972. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Stafford  Rural  District  Council: 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  report  on  the  wide  field  of 
environmental  health  and  other  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
during  1971.  Our  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  left  for  another 
appointment  during  the  year  but  a  very  satisfactory  replacement  has  been  made. 

Having  already  dealt  with  536  dwellings  in  a  slum  clearance  programme 
and  over  800  dwellings  by  repair  and  improvement,  a  second  survey  of 
remaining  dwellings  with  resultant  pressures  to  owners  was  completed 
early  in  1971.  From  this  it  was  ascertained  that  697  dwellings  remained 
in  need  of  modernisation  and/or  appreciable  repair  and  parish  details  and 
analyses  of  these  are  given  in  a  later  table.  In  these  times  of  searching 
for  a  better  local  government  an  appraisal  of  our  own  Stafford  R.D.C. 
achievements  is  not  out  of  place.  Indeed  the  present  figures  make  interesting 
comparison  with  the  local  newspaper  articles  of  twenty  years  ago  and 
reprinted  on  next  page. 

Turning  to  the  present  and  future,  I  am  convinced  that  the  failure  to 
provide  legislation  to  enforce  the  provision  of  the  basic  modern  facilities 
to  every  dwelling  coupled  with  the  increase  of  the  maximum  discretionary 
grant  to  £1,000  (£1,500  in  many  districts)  and  its  wider  coverage  of  less 
essential  work  is  doing  little  or  nothing  to  persuade  owners  of  the  hardcore 
and  largely  tenanted  unfit  houses  —  e.g.  our  697  —  to  repair  and  modernise. 
Indeed  vast  sums  are  rapidly  and  nationally  being  devoted  to  less  serious 
cases  —  is  there  a  likelihood  of  national  or  local  finance  for  this  purpose 
drying  up  before  the  essential  cases  can  be  enforced  ? 

The  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  continued  with  the  frequency 
decided  on  by  the  Council  at  both  a  satisfactory  standard  of  performance 
and  economy.  Over  8,000  premises  in  an  area  about  30  miles  broad  receive 
the  service  at  intervals  varying,  according  to  type  of  area,  from  one  week 
to  one  and  a  half  weeks.  Satisfactory  and  economcal  disposal  of  all  the 
collected  refuse  plus  appreciable  quantities  from  adjacent  authorities  is 
achieved  at  our  Hopton  cutting  by  “bull-dozing”  the  wide  banks  and  daily 
covering  of  the  consolidated  refuse. 

Meat  Inspection  at  the  source  continues  to  take  up  much  time,  such 
work  by  its  largely  “casualty”  nature  requiring  exceptional  care,  much  of  it 
having  to  be  carried  out  outside  normal  office  hours. 

I  express  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  staff  generally  and 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
support. 
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G.  M.  LAWTON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


20  YEARS  AGO  (culls  from  the  Stafford  Newsletter  and 
Staffordshire  Chronicle  respectively  of  September,  1951). 

RURAL  HOUSING 

How  great  is  the  leeway  in  housing  —  no  doubt  created  largely  by  war¬ 
time  conditions  —  was  emphasised  in  the  Survey  (then  just  completed  by  the 
R.D.C.  Public  Health  Inspectors)  reviewed  in  the  Newsletter  last  week. 
The  survey  made  the  somewhat  startling  disclosure  that,  apart  from  farms, 
nearly  half  the  3,616  houses  within  the  80,000  acres  administered  by  the 
Rural  District  Council  required  major  repairs,  extensive  reconditioning  or 
demolition.  Serious  as  this  appears,  it  will  be  found  little  worse  than  many 
similar  areas  and  considerably  better  than  others  ....  The  survey  contains 
a  wide  variety  of  information,  much  of  which  should  be  of  great  value 
to  authorities  in  deciding  not  only  housing,  but  public  health  policies.  Water 
supplies  and  sewerage,  in  fact,  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  the  survey.  In 
Stafford  Rural  District  ....  wells  are  still  the  source  of  supply  for  1,221 
houses.  Rents,  overcrowding,  size  of  families  and  size  of  dwellings  are  all 
dealt  with  in  the  Survey.  It  is  a  valuable  social  document  which  should  be  of 
great  assistance  in  preparing  long-term  plans  for  improving  conditions  in  the 
countryside.” 

“  In  the  Stafford  Rural  area  it  (the  Survey)  has  been  a  huge  task,  entailing 
many  months  of  intensive  investigation  and  inspection  by  the  staff  of  the 
public  health  department  ....  The  survey  has  shown  that  in  the  Stafford 
Rural  District  very  many  dwellings  can  be  made  fit  in  all  respects  by 
thorough  reconditioning  and  repair  and  can  thus  be  given  a  further  ‘life’ .  .  .  . 
Furthermore,  a  percentage  of  the  476  dwellings  placed  in  the  category 
requiring  demolition  might  be  saved  where  the  owner  is  prepared  to 
spend  the  money,  even  though  the  department  considers  the  work  will  be 
at  ‘unreasonable  cost.’  On  the  other  hand,  the  476  dwellings  requiring 
demolition  will  increase  in  numbers  with  the  years  unless  some  general 
action  is  taken  to  halt  deterioration  of  properties  ...  Of  the  3,616  houses 
in  the  district,  it  is  estimated  that  2,142  were  built  before  1916;  924  between 
1916  and  1940;  and  550  between  1940  and  the  end  of  1950  ....  Another 
table  reveals  that  1,082  out  of  the  3,616  houses  are  owner-occupied.  A  further 
interesting  fact  is  that  the  weekly  rent  of  34  houses  is  less  than  2s.  lid. 

and  the  rent  of  669  houses  is  between  2s.  lid.  and  4s.  lid .  996  houses 

are  connected  to  a  sewer;  2,455  are  connected  to  a  septic  tank  or  ditch  and  165 
dwellings  are  without  drainage.  Of  the  3,616  houses,  1,580  have  W.C.’s,  1,896 
were  found  to  have  no  bath  and  121  had  no  sink.” 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORATE  — 
SUMMARY  OF  VISITS 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  for: — 

(a)  Slum  Clearance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

(b)  Repairs  and  Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  764 

(c)  Overcrowding  and  Housing  Applications  ...  40 

915 

Inspections  of  Premises  for  and  re  Nuisances  ...  ...  168 

Inspections  of  Caravans  and  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

Drainage  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Visits  re  Food  Supply: 

Meat  Inspection  and  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  409 

Other  Foods  . .  ...  .  31 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  234 

Visits  re  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Refuse  Tips  —  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Offensive  Trades  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Petroleum  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Shops  and  Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Smoke  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

2,576 


NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  YEAR: 

Informal  Notices  under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  17 

In  addition  letters  were  sent  owners  pressing  for  modern¬ 
isation  and  repair  of  264  dwellings. 
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COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED  AND  DEALT  WITH 
DURING  THE  YEAR: 


Total  number  received 
As  to  Repairs  to  Dwellings 
Others 


143 

23 

120 


WATER  SUPPLY  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  Stafford  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  is  responsible 
for  the  water  supply  throughout  the  Rural  District.  The  public 
main  supplies  are  solely  from  boreholes  at  Gnosall  (The  Hollies), 
and  wells  and  boreholes  at  Milford.  Both  these  supplies  are 
chlorinated  and  bacteriological  samples  taken  by  the  depart' 
ment  during  the  year  read  “Coliform  bacilli  —  Nil”  and  “Bact. 
Coli  (type  1)  —  Nil”.  Chemical  analysis  of  both  waters  were 
satisfactory  but  that  from  the  Hollies  supply  read  “satisfactory 
apart  from  excessive  degree  of  hardness”. 

During  the  year  extensive  sewage  works  costing  £231,000 
were  completed  at  Wood  Eaton  and  now  serve  Gnosall  and 
Church  Eaton,  thus  dispensing  with  unsatisfactory  sewage  works 
at  both  villages  and  unsatisfactory  sewerage  at  Church  Eaton. 
Ranton  village  was  also  sewered  for  the  first  time  by  an  £11,500 
scheme. 

A  table  in  the  Housing  section  of  this  report  includes  exten¬ 
sive  parish  information  as  to  water  supplies  and  sewerage. 

There  were  four  premises  in  the  area  manufacturing  prepared 
meats.  They  —  together  with  78  shops  from  which  ice  cream 
is  sold  —  are  registered  by  the  Council  in  conformity  with  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  There  were  eight  distributors  of  milk, 
with  dairies  in  the  Rural  District,  registered  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 


Food  Poisoning 

Two  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Brucella  abortus 

A  report  from  Dr.  P.  Cavanagh  of  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory  Service,  Stafford,  states  that  during  the  year  they  examined 
98  samples  of  raw  milk  but  none  grew  Brucella  abortus. 
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HOUSING 


Overall  Position: — 

Total  number  of  Houses  in  Rural  District  7,893 


Houses  requiring  Demolition 

...  ... 

40 

Unfit  but  Repairable  Houses 

...  ... 

697 

Remainder  —  Fit  or  Near  Fit 

...  ... 

7,156 

Houses  erected  before  1950 

...  approx. 

3,402 

Houses  erected  after  1950  ... 

...  approx. 

4,491 

Houses  rented 

...  approx. 

1,980 

Houses  owner-occupied 

...  approx. 

4,988 

Council  Houses  . 

925 

*  Slum  Clearance  Action  has  already  been  taken. 


New  Houses  erected  or  provided  during  1971: — 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  (Bungalows  at 

Haughton)  .  8 

(b)  by  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  154 


Slum  Clearance 

A  list  of  the  530  dwellings  previously  dealt  with  was  contained 
in  previous  Annual  Reports.  Six  further  dwellings  were  dealt 
with  in  1971  as  follows: — 


Ref. 

No.  Address 

Action  Taken 

471 

Post  Office,  Bradley 

Closed  —  then  repaired 
by  statutory  action 

537 

4,  Shugborough  Terrace 

Closed 

538 

Old  House,  Moreton  Barn 

Closed 

539 

Detached  Cottage,  Knightley 

Demolished 

540 

Semi-det.  Cottage,  Stowe 

Closed 

541 

1,  Tub  Alley,  L.  Haywood 

Closed 

Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  53  Discretionary  Grants  and  13  Standard 
Grants  were  approved  (the  comparative  figures  for  1970  were 
36  and  23  respectively)  and  many  inquiries  considered  and 
advised  upon.  The  table  following  shows  the  number  and  types 
of  dwellings  benefiting  from  the  Council’s  improvement  grants  at 
31st  May,  1972: — 
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No.  of  Grants 
approved 

Total  Value 
of  Grants 

Discretionary  Grants: 

Farm  Cottages  let . 

Other  dwellings  let . 

Owner-occupiers  . 

202 

157 

262 

621 

£209.144 

Standard  Grants: 

Farm  Cottages  let . 

34 

£42,874 

Other  dwellings  let  ... 

86 

approx.,  i.e. 

Owneroccupiers 

160 

- 280 

max.  payable 

Totals  . 

901 

£252,018 

Qualification  Certificates 

During  1971  21  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  were 
received  and  23  Certificates  were  issued  under  the  Housing  Act,, 
1969.  These  23  Certificates  are  the  total  issued  since  the  1969 
Act  came  into  force.  17  of  them  were  in  respect  of  dwellings 
already  provided  with  standard  amenities  and  6  were  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Improvement  Grant  Applications  to  provide  those 
facilities. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

There  are  55  factories  —  all  defined  as  “Mechanical  Factories” 
—  in  the  area.  Twenty-four  of  these  were  inspected  during  the 
year.  Only  six  of  the  factories  are  of  any  size. 

No  outworkers  were  employed  in  the  district  of  the  Council 
during  the  year. 


PETROLEUM  ACTS 

Eighty-three  licences  to  store  petroleum  spirit  were  issued  for 
the  period  ended  31st  December,  1971.  A  number  of  new  in¬ 
stallations  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  the  majority  of 
which  were  to  increase  the  storage  capacity  of  existing  installa¬ 
tions,  the  work  being  inspected  during  construction  in  order  to 
secure  compliance  with  the  Petroleum  Acts  and  in  accordance 
with  the  Home  Office  Codes  of  Practice. 
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PARISH  DETAILS  AS  TO  POPULATION  AND  HOUSING 
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registers  for  those  parishes. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council  provided  a  free  service  of  rat  disinfestation  to 
residential  property.  The  treatment  of  farms  and  other  proper¬ 
ties  in  the  area  is  also  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  rodent 
operative,  the  cost  being  re-charged  to  the  occupiers. 

Infestations  which  were  treated  by  the  department  during  1971 
were: — 


Farms 

. . 

29 

R.D.C.  Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Works 

49 

All  other  properties 

. . 

390 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND 

RAILWAY  PREMISES 

ACT, 

1963 

Premises  registered  at  1971  were: — 


No. 

No.  Persons 

Registered 

Employed 

Offices  ...  . 

9 

20 

Shops 

23 

62 

Catering  Establishments  and 

Canteens 

15 

101 

Wholesale  Shops  and 

Warehouses 

4 

9 

51 

192 

(86  Males; 

106  Females) 

The  above  figures  relate  to  registerable  premises  only,  there 
being  a  total  of  some  180  shops  in  the  district. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act, 
1960,  planning  permission  and  site  licences  are  in  operation  for 
twenty-eight  sites,  varying  from  sites  of  one  caravan  to  one  site 
for  twenty-four  caravans  (all  are  subject  to  conditions  requiring 
such  sanitary  facilities  as  can  be  enforced  by  present  legislation). 
In  addition,  licences  on  seven  sites  have  expired  but  are  awaiting 
final  planning  decisions  and/or  appeals  as  to  termination  or  con¬ 
tinuation. 

A  total  of  131  caravans  are  on  all  sites,  the  majority  of 
these  being  in  the  Hopton  area. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


Particulars  of  food  inspected  during  the  year: 

Meat  —  Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  “whole 

or  in  part 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  killed  and  inspected 

109 

1,578 

5,238 

170 

43 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

17 

41 

4 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

19 

806 

49 

30 

6 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

4 

44 

— 

— 

2 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to 

refrigeration  . 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Many  of  the  above  cattle  were  killed  and  examined  at  a 
Casualty  Slaughterhouse  in  the  area. 


Weight  of  Meat  condemned  due  to: 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

(b)  Other  Diseases  or  conditions 
Total  Weight  of  Meat  Condemned 


454  lbs. 

23,180  lbs. 

23,634  lbs. 


Two  private  slaughterhouses  and  one  knacker’s  yard  were 
licensed  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  Seven  men  were  licensed 
to  stun  and  slaughter  animals  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act,  1958. 
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Poultry  Inspection 

In  the  Rural  District  there  are  four  poultry  establishments 
where  processing  of  birds  is  carried  out  throughout  the  year.  A 
fifth  processes  approximately  4,000  turkeys  during  the  period 
immediately  before  Christmas.  The  total  through-put  for  the 
year  was  approximately  40,000  birds  consisting  of  hens,  capons, 
turkeys  and  ducks. 

Inspection  continued  to  be  carried  out  mainly  on  the  “spotter” 
system  when  approximately  6%  or  some  4,000  lb.,  of  food  was 
rejected. 

Routine  visits  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  ensure  the 
maintenance  of  the  standards  of  hygiene  already  achieved  were 
again  affected  by  the  continuance  of  fowl  pest,  it  being  unwise 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Ministry  and  because  poultry  are  also 
reared  at  these  premises,  to  risk  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Poultry  also  continued  to  be  reared  and  processed  in  a  small 
way  by  some  150  farms  and  smallholdings,  particularly  at 
Christmas  time  and  inspections  were  carried  out  where  the 
practices  became  known. 


Food  Preparing  Premises  and  Food  Shops 

Food  premises  of  the  various  types  in  the  area  were  as  under: 


Butchers 

Catering  Establishments 
Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Sweets  and  Confectioners 
General  Provisions 
Public  Houses 


10 

4 

3 

11 

57 

48 


133 


Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  for  the  specific  purpose 
of  ensuring  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
1970,  were  carried  out. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  a  function  of 
this  department  and  the  whole  of  the  council’s  district  is 
serviced.  Five  (including  one  kept  in  reserve)  modern  type 
low-loading  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  diesel  refuse  collection  vehicles 
are  employed  on  this  work,  one  being  of  25  cu.  yd.  body  pur¬ 
chased  in  1964,  two  of  35  cu.  yd.  body  purchased  in  1967  and 
1968,  and  two  of  50  cu.  yd.  purchased  in  1969  and  1970. 

About  6,000  tons  of  refuge  were  collected  during  the  year.  An 
average  of  eighteen  men  are  engaged  in  this  work  in  addition 
to  the  foreman. 

All  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  with  the  aid 
of  a  heavy  tracked  machine  at  the  council-owned  disused  rail¬ 
way  cutting  at  Hopton,  near  Stafford,  at  which  we  also  received 
and  dealt  with  about  25  loads  of  untreated  refuse  per  month 
from  Stafford  Borough.  Due  to  the  low  value  of  salvage,  none 
was  collected  separately. 

Costs.— A  statement  as  to  the  cost  of  refuse  collection  and 


disposal  during  the  financial  year  ended  31st 
given  below: — - 

March, 

1972,  is 

Refuse  Collection— 

£ 

£ 

Labour  ...  . 

21,793 

Vehicles: 

Repairs  and  Maintenance 

2,454 

Tax  and  Insurance 

1,635 

Fuel  and  Oil 

1,784 

Debt  Redemption  and  Interest  on 
vehicles 

4,603 

10,476 

Equipment,  etc. 

401 

Administration 

1,123 

33,793 

Less  Recoveries  from  special  collections 
etc.  ...  ...  . 

332 

£33,461 
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Refuse  Disposal — 

£ 

£ 

Labour,  etc.  ...  ... 

Crawler  Shovel: 

950 

Repairs  and  Maintenance 

1,367 

Insurance  ...  . 

55 

Fuel  and  Oil  ...  . 

17 

Debt  Redemption  and  Interest 

• 

731 

2,170 

Tip:  Debt  Redemption  and  Interest  ... 

324 

Garage  for  Crawler 

529 

Other  Expenses 

234 

4:207 

Less  Income  from  Use  of  Tip  ... 

343 

£3,864 

A.  THOMSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

G.  M.  LAWTON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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STAFFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MAP  LOCATING  SLUM  CLEARED  AND  IMPROVED  HOUSES  IN 
SIXTEEN  YEARS  ENDED  31st  MAY,  1971,  AND  DWELLINGS  STILL 
TO  BE  REPAIRED  AND/OR  MODERNISED. 


ADBAST 


GRAPH  showing  improvement 
in  housing  conditions 
in  20  years 
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6839  DWELLINGS 
SOUND  OR  NEAR¬ 
SOUND 

3000 


SCALE  -  5  inch  equals  1  mile 
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16 


Dwellings  demolished  or  closed  or 
subject  to  demolition  or  closing  order. 

Dwellings  reconditioned  or  being 
reconditioned  with  grant-aid. 

Number  of  Dwellings  still  to  be 
repaired  and/or  modernised. 


474  SLUM 
DWELLINGS 


2299  SOUND 
DWELLINGS 


2000 


1586  NEEDING 
REPAIR 


1000 


783  NEEDING 
REPAIR 


43  SLUMS 
(ACTION  TAKEN) 
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